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I 
t is with great pleasure that I write to 

you as the new President of The St. 

Georgeôs Society of Toronto.  To 

represent this marvellous Society during 

the year of our 175th anniversary is in-

deed a great honour. 

 

As I mentioned at the annual general 

meeting in July, I know that I cannot pos-

sibly fill the shoes of any of our Past 

Presidents, but I will do my very best to 

follow in their footsteps and maintain 

their high standards and commitment to 

our Society.  I would particularly like to 

thank three of those Past Presidents - Ken 

Foxcroft, Jeannie Butler and Brian Ran-

son for their support and mentoring and 

for encouraging me to take this important 

step. 

 

With the help of our very competent and 

dedicated Committee of Management, 

supported by several very active commit-

tees, as well as our Executive Director, 

Stephen Johnson, I look forward to en-

suring that the Society continues to 

achieve its goals. 

 

I have been told that I should use this as 

an opportunity to introduce myself.  Hav-

ing been born in a former British colony, 

I grew up loving ñall things British,ò 

from scavenger hunts, car rallies and re-

gattas, to Scotch whisky, my drink of 

choice.  Unfortunately, in my opinion, 

British Guiana changed drastically after 

first gaining independence from Britain 

and shortly thereafter becoming a repub-

lic, at which point the name was changed 

to Guyana.  Political unrest and racial 

strife grew to the point that many of us 

felt we had no choice but to emigrate.   

I remember going to school one day and 

learning that two young girls in my 

House had been killed the night before, 

along with five other members of their 

immediate family, including their mother, 

when their home was set on fire, as a 

result of political unrest.    

 

Several years later, I remember waking 

up one night to the sound of my father 

firing a gun to warn off men who were 

trying to climb over our fence.  Fortu-

nately we had many guard dogs patrol-

ling our property and they alerted my 

father.  The following morning we found 

incendiary material which had been 

thrown into our garden.  Presumably if 

the men had gained access, this material 

would have been put to use.  Those were 

scary times and although my father stub-

bornly refused to leave our homeland for 

many years, he encouraged me and all 

my siblings to do so. 

  

After graduation, I worked at Barclays 

Bank D.C.O. for two years before finally 

deciding to emigrate to Canada, which 

very quickly became home to me.  There 

were stringent exchange controls in place 

when I left Guyana and, as I recall, I was 

only allowed to take $300 out of the 

country; not much considering that I had 

no job and in a couple of months would 

need to purchase warm winter clothing.  I 

arrived in Canada on August 17th, 1968, 

staying for a few months at the home of 

one of my brothers who was already liv-

ing in Toronto.  After six months, I 

moved into a rental apartment which I 

shared with three other young women - 

one Canadian, one English and one Scot-

tish.  We were a regular óleague of na-

tionsô but got on very well together and 

were able to share costs. 

 

Two weeks after my arrival, I went for a 

job interview with the Bank of Montreal 

and was thrilled to be hired for the grand 

sum of $384 a month.  Unfortunately, I 

soon found out that all the breaks and 
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courses at the bank seemed to be going to 

young men and not to young women 

(remember this was 1968), so six months 

later I applied for a job with A.G.F. Man-

agement Ltd, mutual fund managers.   I 

was hired and had a long and rewarding 

career with them, finally retiring as Senior 

Vice-President and Chief Financial Offi-

cer in 1996.   

 

During my career at AGF, I studied nights 

and earned my designation as a Certified 

General Accountant.  While at AGF, I 

spent 12 years as Chair of the tax commit-

tee of the Investment Funds Institute of 

Canada and was involved in many new 

initiatives in the mutual fund industry, 

including mutual fund limited partner-

ships.  Currently, I sit on the Board of 

USC Education Savings Plans Inc., where 

I chair their audit, finance and risk man-

agement committee and I am a member of 

their compensation and benefits commit-

tee. 

 

I met my late husband, Robert Jerred, in 

1973 and we were married in 1978.  He 

was  born at the Royal Marine Depot in 

Deal, had been a Squadron Leader in the 

Royal Air Force and was ña born Brit.ò 

Some years later, we met Charles Duer-

doth, a life member of the St. Georgeôs 
Society of Toronto, and were encouraged 

by him to become members of the Society 

as well.  Over the years, we attended 

many of the Societyôs functions and fund-

raisers, but I only became a member of 

the Committee of Management after my 

late husbandôs death in 2000. 

 

I subsequently met and married David 

Ewens who was born in Manitoba of Eng-

lish extraction and who, like me, loves 

ñall things British.ò David became a 

member of St. Georgeôs and together we 

continue to attend as many of the Soci-

etyôs social and fundraising events as pos-

sible. 

 

On Fridays I volunteer at St. Michaelôs 

Hospital in their palliative care unit.  Al-

though many of my friends tried to dis-

suade me from volunteering in that par-

ticular unit, fearing that it would leave me 

feeling sad and depressed at the end of 

every week, I find it one of the most up-

lifting things I do.  If I can leave there 

every week, having done one good deed 

for a dying person (you would be amazed 

how many of the female patients ask me 

to give them a manicure) or for a stressed-

out member of a patientôs family, I go 

home feeling like a million dollars.  As 

Jeannie Butler once said ñthere is no 

greater privilege than helping patients to 

die with dignity.ò 

 

In closing, I would like to say that, during 

the period of my presidency, I hope to be 

able to have regular contact with our 

members and to encourage more of you to 

become active in the Society and to pass 

on your interest in the Society to your 

children and grandchildren who, I hope, 

will also become members.  This would 

be one way in which we can ensure that 

the Society continues to grow and con-

tinue its good works. 

 

Once again, I thank you for this opportu-

nity to serve the Society as President and I 

look forward to meeting all of you at our 

various functions.   Ǐ 
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You can also now see the  

newsletter in colour - click on 

News under the About Us tab: 

www.stgeorges.to  
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Email address: info@stgeorges.to 

Website: www.stgeorges.to 
416.597.0220 

S 
t. Georgeôs has perfect gifts for 

Christmas.  Why not buy  member-

ships for your friends and have them 

join you for St. Georgeôs events all year 

long?  Weôll even prepare a special certifi-

cate for you.   

 

For friends and St. Georgians alike: 

 

Silk ties  ð  $50 

Silk scarves  ð $40 

Cuff links ð $30  

Pins ð $5 
 

You can pick them up at the office when 

you come to the Christmas Celebration on 

December 5th or whenever is convenient 

for you.  Please contact the office to order 

(416.597.0220 or info@stgeorges.to).   Ǐ 

St. Georgeôs  

for St. Nick 
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M 
any members said that one of 

the best events the Society has 

ever hosted was the private 

reception at the award-winning home and 

Moose Factory studio of renowned artist 

Charles Pachter on September 15.  

Charles recounted hilarious stories that 

had members in stitches, gave insights 

into his iconic Canadian art, and even in-

vited members into his private apartment 

with a roof-top deck that afforded spec-

tacular views of the city, including the Art 

Gallery of Ontario and Ontario  

College of Art and Design.  He also 

kindly signed copies of his recent books 

for members. The large number of St. 

Georgians feasted on delicious hot and 

cold appetizers plus 

gorgeous desserts gra-

ciously provided at 

cost by Berkley Hospi-

tality, as well as fruit 

and cheese generously 

donated by Whole 

Food Market York-

ville. Fitting the 

ñiconic Canadianò 

theme, members drank 

both wine from On-

tarioôs Beamsville 

region, underwritten 

by Eastdell Wines, and 

beer donated by legen-

dary Moosehead brewers.  Thanks to this generosity, the hard work 

by members Ian Bold and Jeannie Butler 

and the terrific raffle prizes (donated ï as 

all our prizes are), the event raised over 

$1,100 for charity, completing the trio in 

our moto of ñGood Fun, Good Fellowship 

and Good Works.ò 

 

Just a few weeks before, Past President 

Ken Foxcroft and his family graciously 

hosted the Garden Party and Croquet 

Tournament in their stunning garden and 

home. Member Peter Moon said: ñI have 

been going to St. George's croquet events 

since they began and this croquet-

afternoon tea was easily the best of them 

all.ò  That was echoed by the great many 

attendees - almost twice as many as previ-

ous years. While this triumphant event 

brought the Foxcroftôs long tradition of 

wonderful garden parties to an end, plans 

are already afoot for next yearôs event in 

another spectacular, private garden.   Ǐ 

ñBest Everò Summer Events 
At left are just some of 

the great number of 

St. Georgians who 

came to the Foxcroftôs 

final Garden Party 

making it ñthe best of 

them all.ò Behind are 

gardens and the lawn 

for the Croquet Tour-

nament.  

Bottom Left: Ken  

Foxcroft serving 

drinks. 

Below: Charles 

Pachter at his Moose 

Factory Gallery.  


