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I 
t was my intention that this report 

would focus on the increase in our 

membership over the last six months 

and highlight some of the functions and 

events at which I represented our society.  

But it would be remiss of me if I did not 

first comment on the great loss our soci-

ety has suffered with the passing of 

Jeannie Butler, a past president of the 

society and a tireless fundraiser for a re-

markable range of charities. 

 

Jeannie was one of our most active mem-

bers and a very engaged member of the 

Committee of Management (our Board of 

Directors).  For several years, Jeannie 

chaired the Red Rose Ball committee and 

was in the process of handing over to 

Diane Bailey when she passed away, just 

before Christmas. 

 

Jeannie was an amazing fundraiser, not 

just for St. Georgeôs but for numerous 

charities in Toronto.  She had such a 

wonderful way about her that she could 

get someone to donate to one of her 

causes and have them ask her when they 

could give more. 

 

Jeannieôs love for nursing is well-known 

and the story of her, as a matron at a hos-

pital in England, throwing a young Dr. 

Robert  Buckman (now a member of St. 

Georgeôs) off her ward for turning up in 

jeans is legend.   I learned at her memo-

rial service that Jeannieôs family sent her 

to finishing school in Switzerland to 

make a young lady out of a ñtomboyò, 

only to find, upon her return, that she 

could now swear in more than one lan-

guage.  But that was Jeannie, an elegant 

ñtomboyò with a heart of gold. 

 

We will miss Jeannie very much.  Our 

condolences go out to her partner, 

George, her mother, Noanie, and all the 

members of her family.  Our society has 

received donations in Jeannieôs memory 

and will shortly decide on an appropriate 

memorial to her. 

 

Before I go on to membership, I would 

like to thank all of our members who 

contributed to the 2009 Presidentôs Ap-

peal, which raised almost $8000 for the 

two organizations I mentioned in the let-

ter.  You will be pleased to know that 

some of the funds which went to the pal-

liative care unit at St. Michaelôs Hospital, 

provided some tasty treats for the patients 

and their families on Christmas Eve, 

when several of us, volunteers and staff, 

strolled around the unit, singing carols.  

We were also able to give a beautiful 

Maple Leafs jersey to a 12-year-old boy, 

who was visiting his young mother.  She 

passed away over Christmas, but I know 

he will remember her whenever he wears 

that jersey. 

 

All the toys that were donated at the soci-

etyôs Christmas dinner went to the St. 

Vincent de Paul Society for poor children 

in the downtown area and half of the 

funds raised were used to provide them 

with food and warm clothing.  None of 

this would have been possible without 

your generosity. 

 

An organization can only survive and 

expand if it has an active and growing 

membership.  Over the last six months, 

we welcomed 39 new members and we 

hope that this trend will continue.  I en-

courage you to invite family and friends 

to our social events, show them what 

great fun we have while raising money 

for charitable causes, then encourage 

them to join our society. 

 

While on the subject of membership, I 

need to address some administrative is-

sues.  Those of you who have not yet 

provided the office with your phone num-

ber or email address, please do so as soon 

as possible.  I hope to be able to contact 

you all, over the term of my presidency, 
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but apparently we do not have everyoneôs 

contact information on file. 
 

I note with great concern that some of you 

have not yet paid last yearôs and, in some 

cases, the prior yearôs membership fees.  I 

urge you to send us your cheque for the 

outstanding amount right away or to call 

Stephen Johnson, our executive director, 

with your credit card number and author-

ize us to charge it.  Although we love to 

see you at events, in fairness to all our 

members, we must ensure that all those 

attending our events are paid-up mem-

bers.  While membership has its privi-

leges, it also has its price. 
 

On a happier note, you will see from a 

separate communication that we are initi-

ating the St. Georgeôs Society Good Citi-

zenship Award.  This award will go to one 

of Torontoôs unsung heroes who quietly 

does good works, generally with no public 

recognition.  The winner will receive rec-

ognition by our society at a function 

where our members will be well-

represented and will be given a cheque for 

$10,000 which will go to a registered 

charity of their choosing.  This will be an 

annual award, and the winner will be cho-

sen from candidates recommended by our 

members.  So please put on your thinking 

caps and help us find a worthy individual 

to receive this award in its inaugural year. 

During the last six months I represented 

St. Georgeôs at numerous functions.  Most 

organizations try to thank their benefac-

tors and show them how their donations 

are being spent.  To give you some exam-

ples, I attended two ceremonies at the 

University of Toronto, giving awards to 

students in the societyôs name.  I attended 

a student partner dinner at the National 

Ballet School and met the student our 

society sponsors.  I attended a donor rec-

ognition ceremony for Kids Help Line 

and learned about some of the young peo-

ple who have turned their lives around 

because of this wonderful program which 

our society supports.  I attended the un-

veiling of the York University ñhonour 

wallò, recognizing our society and other 

donors.  These are just a few of the or-

ganizations our society supports, some in 

a big way and some in a smaller way, but 

I feel that it is important to highlight for 

you some of the good things our society 

accomplishes. 
 

In closing, I would like to thank our Com-

mittee of Management and all of our very 

active committees, as well as our execu-

tive director, Stephen Johnson, for their 

work over the last six months.  I believe 

that with their help, St. Georgeôs will con-

tinue to grow.   During my term, I will do 

my very best to ensure that we accomplish 

our societyôs goals.   Ǐ 

Six Month Update    (Continued from page 1 ) 

 

You can also now see the  

newsletter in colour - click on 

News under the About Us tab: 

www.stgeorges.to  
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T 
he Society makes a significant an-

nual donation to the Fort York 

branch of the Royal Canadian Le-

gion to support the branchôs work with 

veterans at Sunnybrook Health Sciences 

Centre.  Our donations help to provide the 

veterans with a wide range of comforts and 

supports. 
 

The Fort York branch is unique within the 

Legion. It has no Legion hall but holds 

regular monthly luncheons and dinners, 

with excellent military and civilian speak-

ers, at several private clubs in Toronto 

(such as the Royal Canadian Military Insti-

tute, the Hunt Club, and the Lambton Golf 

and Country Club), has its annual garden 

party at the Rosedale Golf and Country 

Club, and an annual trip to Stratford. 
 

While not many members of St. Georgeôs 

have current connections with the military 

or past military experience, many of our 

members have interests in defence issues 

and support the Legionôs work with veter-

ans. 
 

Whether currently serving, ex-military, or 

simply supportive of veterans and the Ca-

nadian Forces, all St. Georgians are eligi-

ble for membership in the Fort York 

branch of the Legion. In the past several 

members of St. Georgeôs have been mem-

bers.  Glenn Carter, former chair of the 

Societyôs education committee; Peter 

Moon, a vice president; and Derek Robin-

son are current Fort York members. 
 

Members of the Society who are interested 

in joining the Fort York branch can contact 

Peter Moon at 416-364-0376 or by e-mail 

at pwm.moon@gmail.com for more infor-

mation.   Ǐ 

Membership In The Legion Is  

Open To All St. Georgians  
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S 
t. Georgeôs new Legacy Gift pro-

gramme has sparked great interest, 

and has already inspired members to 

make commitments from thousands of 

dollars to almost $ ¼ million in individual 

gifts.  ñThis initial, tremendous success 

shows that our members are sincerely con-

cerned with doing good works,ò said Past 

President Ken Foxcroft.  ñAfter talking to 

their lawyer or financial advisor, people 

are often surprised how large a contribu-

tion they can make while staying com-

fortably within their financial goals and 

means.ò 

 

Whether through a bequest in a will or 

gifts of life insurance, securities or an 

RRSP, this programme provides a simple 

way to help those in need in perpetuity. 

Legacy Gifts are pooled with others to 

create a permanent endowment for the 

Society.  Only the investment income 

earned is spent on the Societyôs many 

good works, so the gift made today contin-

ues to grow.  ñNot only can I make a more 

substantial gift than I ever thought I ever 

could, but St. Georgeôs legacy programme 

has made this one of the easiest and most 

rewarding donations I can consider mak-

ing,ò said member Tom Pam. 

 

As Jeannie Butler said about Legacy Gifts 

shortly before her untimely death: 

ñTogether, we can ensure that St. Georgeôs 

long Toronto history and British-Canadian 

heritage continue and make a huge differ-

ence in the lives of thousands of people 

today and for generations to come.  What I 

love about our Society is that one gift to 

St. Georgeôs touches so many people in so 

many important ways.  We fund ground-

breaking medical research and help home-

less single mothers get their lives back on 

track.  We help great institutions continue 

their important work, and give grassroots 

groups a crucial boost to do the vital out-

reach that only they can do.ò 

 

ñWeôve been playing an important role  

in the life of the city and the lives of our 

fellow Torontonians since 1834,ò said 

Ken. ñAs we approach the end of our 175th 

anniversary, I canôt think of a better way 

to celebrate than with a Legacy Gift.ò  As 

Lieutenant Governor David Onley said 

ñYour Legacy Gifts will ensure that St. 

Georgeôs tradition of helping continues  

for the next 175 years, and beyond.ò 

 

For a Legacy Gifts brochure or more infor-

mation please call 416.597.0220.   Ǐ 

Almost $1/4 Million From Just One St. Georgian   

A 
 new chair in the veterans chapel 

at Sunnybrook Health Sciences 

Centre bearing the name of Fred 

Burnard, a past president of the St. 

Georgeôs Society of Toronto, has been 

dedicated in his honour. 

 

ñIt is a very appropriate place for there to 

be a bit of Fred ï in a chair to support 

whoever comes here to the chapel for a 

service or for some reassurance,ò said San-

dra Comisarow, Fredôs daughter, who at-

tended a service in the chapel at which 40 

new chairs were dedicated.  ñI think it is a 

beautiful, beautiful way to remember peo-

ple.ò 

 

Fred, a veteran of the Second World War, 

was a Royal Marine for 13 years before he 

migrated to Canada.  He was president of 

the society from 1992 to 1993 and served 

for many years as the societyôs secretary 

and honorary secretary.  He died in 2008 at 

the age of 89. 

 

When the Fort York branch of the Royal 

Canadian Legion spearheaded a drive to 

acquire 40 new chairs for the inter-faith 

chapel at Sunnybrook St. Georgeôs decided 

to donate one in Fredôs name.  The plaque 

on the chair bears the words: ñIn memory 

of RQMS Fred S. Burnard. Royal Marines 

WWII.  Donated by the St. Georgeôs Soci-

ety of Toronto.ò 

Fred retired from the Marines with the 

rank of regimental quartermaster sergeant 

and was a long-time member and supporter 

of the Legionôs Fort York branch.  The St. 

Georgeôs Society donates several thou-

sands of dollars on a regular basis to the 

Fort York branchôs Poppy Trust, which 

provides a variety of services for the 500 

veterans at Sunnybrook. 

 

The service to dedicate 

the chairs was attended 

by Sandra, a member of 

the committee of man-

agement; her husband, 

Rick; Yvonne Jerred, 

the societyôs president; 

and Peter Moon, a vice 

president of the Society. 

 

ñWe wanted to do 

something to remember 

Fred by,ò said Yvonne, 

ñbecause he did so 

much over the years for 

the society.  It is a won-

derful way to remember 

him.  The chair is going 

to be here for a very 

long time. ò 

 

ñThe 40 chairs cost 

$545 each,ò said Hon-

orary Colonel James 

Hubel of the Fort York branch.  ñThey are 

expensive chairs but they are very strongly 

built and comfortable and they are going to 

last.  We acquired all of the chairs through 

donations.  All of them have a dedication 

on them similar to Fred Burnardôs.  The 

chapel is well used and the chairs will be 

well used.ò   Ǐ 

Chair In Veteransô Chapel Honours Past President  

Yvonne Jerred and Sandra Comisarow 
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ñT 
reat everyday as if it were 

your birthdayò was one of 

Jeannieôs many memorable 

lines. But, with her immense generosity 

and her relentless drive to help others, it 

seemed she treated everyone everyday as 

if it were their birthday.  Jeannie was the 

embodiment of St. Georgeôs ñgood fun, 

good fellowship and good works.ò 

 

Jeannie was a past president of the Society 

and a past chair of the Red Rose Ball.  She 

worked tirelessly for St. Georgeôs right up 

until her death on 16 December. 

 

Although just three days before Christ-

mas, Jeannieôs funeral packed St. Jamesô 

Cathedral with her family, friends and 

admirers. Among all of  Jeannieôs rich and 

powerful friends, her family chose St. 

Georgeôs Past President Ken Foxcroft to 

give one of the two eulogies.  Perhaps that 

is not surprising as Ken is also much be-

loved, and shares that generosity of spirit 

and selfless devotion to help others. 

 

Canadaôs National Ballet School ï another 

of Jeannieôs great loves ï hosted a mag-

nificent reception after the service. Many 

St. Georgians attended.  Jeannie, who 

loved parties and bringing people to-

gether, would have been thrilled.  With a 

pianist playing, and Jeannieôs favourite 

colour of pink everywhere from table dé-

cor to champagne to desserts, this was a 

celebration of her life and work and 

friends.  As one St. Georgian noted: 

ñYesterday was the longest night of the 

year.  While weôll shiver for a while, each 

day now grows longer and brighter.  And 

just as surely, the love and generosity that 

Jeannie inspired will continue to warm the 

hearts of countless people, and bring help 

to even more.ò 

 

Below are excerpts from the eulogy given 

by Jeannieôs sister-in-law, plus Ken Fox-

croftôs eulogy.  His ending echoes the 

words of former British Consul General 

(and great admirer of Jeannie) Nicholas 

Armour who wrote: ñShe will be sorely 

missed.  May she rest in peace - she has 

certainly earned her rest.ò   Ǐ 

In Memoriam, Jeannie Butler  

T 
hank you Noanie, Victoria and 

George for providing me with 

the honour of saying a few 

words about our dear friend Jeannie. 

 

I believe that if Jeannie was standing 

here today, her warm smile would be 

evident, and she would want to reassure 

all of us that the world will go on as 

usual, that this memorial service is 

nothing out of the ordinary, and that, in 

fact, all is well. 

 

Jeannie was part of The St. Georgeôs 

Society of Toronto for many years, a 

long time member of our Committee of 

Management and a past president. 

Jeannie played a vital role in a great 

many of our activities right up until her 

passing. 

 

All us in the Society respected her, ad-

mired her and loved her deeply. Her 

leadership, her wit, her infectious smile, 

un-paralleled personal warmth and her 

indefatigable spirit will always be re-

membered. 

 

I am sure that you all know that Jeannie 

was a great pug lover, all of her pugs 

had long and aristocratic names and I 

never ceased to be amazed at her vast 

collection of pug paraphernalia. 

Jeannieôs great love animals was the 

subject of her Sunday morning radio 

shows and led to her great support of 

the Toronto Humane Society. 

When I think back on Jeannieôs many 

attributes , three resonate in my mind: 

Her deep caring for others, especially 

those who were sick. Jeannie spent 

many hours in hospitals, practising her 

long honed nursing skills and helping 

those in the last days of their lives. 

 

Her great ability to throw a party!  

Many in this place today have enjoyed 

going to spectacular galas that Jeannie 

organized for the Ballet School, Faculty 

of Nursing and the St. Georgeôs Society 

to name a few. 

 

And last but not least, Jeannieôs great 

skill in opening up our wallets and 

those of many Canadian corporations in 

support all of the agencies and charities 

that she held most dear to her heart. The 

National Ballet School, Pollution Probe, 

The University of Toronto Faculty of 

Nursing, The Toronto Humane Society, 

The Royal Conservatory of Music, our 

own St. Georgeôs Society of Toronto 

and many others. The millions of dol-

lars that Jeannie helped raise has made 

our city a better place to live in. Educa-

tion, the Arts and those less fortunate 

have all benefited from Jeannieôs tire-

less work. 

 

Dear Jeannie, please rest in well de-

served peace. You have left us all with 

many wonderful memories that will last 

our lifetime.   Ǐ 

Eulogy by Ken Foxcroft  Jeannie at the Christmas Celebration 

shortly before her untimely death. 

Jeannie was instrumental in the success 

of many of the St. Georgeôs events. She 

was thrilled at the sold-out triumph of 

the Christmas Celebration, where she 

was as vivacious and radiant as ever. 

 

Jeannieôs mother, Noanie Butler, 

and husband, George Fluter, wish 

to extend their heartfelt gratitude 

to the many St. Georgians for their 

kindness and support throughout 

this difficult time. 

 

 They would also like to thank the 

many people who have donated in 

Jeannieôs memory. 
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Eulogy by Judy Fluter (excerpts) 

 

J 
eannie Butler was the very essence of 

compassion, of duty, of femininity, of 

good humor and of selfless service to  

othersé  at 19 she became the Head  

Nurse in one of the first Oncology Clinics 

at Womenôs College Hospital.  In 1979  

she immigrated to Canada and established 

the first Spinal Cord Unit at Shaughnessy  

Hospital in Vancouveré. 

 

According to Jeannieôs mother Noanie, a 

fond remembrance was watching Jeannie 

at the age of six wearing a little nurseôs  

 

outfit complete with a red cross on her hat, 

splintering and bandaging all her dolls.  

This was surely an early indication of her 

career choice and of her caring, warmth 

and sensitivity in helping othersé. 

 

Jeannie developed a considerable passion 

for Ballet when she was seven and as a 

young lady she studied at the Chelsea  

Ballet Studio. She became an ardent and 

enthusiastic supporter of the Canadian 

National Ballet School in Toronto and she 

served for 19 extremely successful years  

as Chair for their yearly fund raising 

Galaé. 

Jeannie loved to travel.  I can still visualize 

Jeannie in long pants, a flowing top and 

high heels riding a camel jubilantly around 

the Pyramidsé. 

 

Her passing will leave an enormous vac-

uum in the Toronto Community and it 

leaves a huge hole in the hearts of every-

one who knew her.  She was an extraordi-

nary woman, a loving and giving person, a 

very British girl with a natural nobility, an 

intuitive individual with an instinctive feel 

for what was really important and an infec-

tiousness for life that lifted us all up.  She 

was a symbol of selfless humanity and is 

completely irreplaceable!   Ǐ 

Popular Events Attract Crowds 

C 
ould you really tell which choco-

late was English Cadbury and 

which was Canadian? 

 

That revealing taste-test was just one of 

the many highlights in the recent ï and 

extremely popular ï events of the St. 

Georgeôs Society, beginning with a re-

cord turn-out at the Remembrance Day 

ceremony at the Societyôs historic site at 

St. James cemetery.  Among those in 

attendance were Peter Moon, one of the 

Societyôs vice presidents, who, at 75, is 

the oldest sergeant in the Canadian 

Forces, and Robert Baines, dashingly 

attired in kilt and dress uniform of the 

Toronto Scottish Regiment. 

Afterwards, St. Georgians filled the en-

tire private room at a nearby restaurant, 

which began with a drink offered by 

event organizer Tom Pam and ended 

with cake offered by Jeannie Butler. 

 

A few weeks later, some 70 members 

and their guests attended an exclusive 

behind-the-scenes rehearsal of The Nut-

cracker at Canadaôs National Ballet 

School, featuring students of the School. 

The rehearsal was preceded by a guided 

tour of the magnificent new complex that 

has garnered many international awards.  

 

That insidersô peak at one of the worldôs 

great training institutions and its students 

showed one example of the charitable 

giving of the Society, which is a long-

time supporter of the School. One of the 

truly touching moments happened mid-

rehearsal.  The ballet master turned to the 

audience and pointed out a guest of one 

St. Georgian who was not only a former 

student of the School, but who had 

danced the starring role of Clara in The 

Nutcracker decades before. St. Georgians 

then packed a neighbourhood pub for 

dinner and rousing quiz. 

 

The first lunch of the year took place in 

the beautiful Elmwood Club ï an historic 

building next door to St.Georgeôs Hall - 

and featured John Bradleyôs talk on Cad-

bury.  The fascinating history of choco-

late and Cadburyôs ended with a taste test 

of English and Canadian Cadburyôs 

(Continued on page 6) November 11 at the St. Georgeôs Monument 

Stained glass window at St. Peterôs can 

now be seen thanks to a donation from 

St. Georgeôs to pay for the lighting 
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chocolate.  Many were surprised that they 

preferred the more caramelized Canadian 

chocolate ï and at least one changed her 

mind about her preference once she 

learned she had not chosen the English 

Cadbury! 

 

So many St. Georgians registered for the 

first Pub Night of the year that it was 

moved from the second floor Conservatory 

to a larger, private room in the lower level. 

The good fun and fellowship that stretched 

on late into the evening led some members 

to compare it to the revels of the Christmas 

Celebration. 

 

The lunch events at St. Georgeôs Hall in-

cluded a concert with a soprano, mezzo, 

tenor and bass beautifully singing a range 

of music about Spain, and another featured 

a powerful soprano who some said was the 

best singer ever to appear in the Hall.  

Story teller Carol McGirr enraptured a 

crowd with her engaging stories about To-

ronto at the time of the 1837 Rebellion. 

She praised the vital role St. Georgeôs 

played in the development of the city, 

which she said was evident in all the ex-

tensive research she had done on the pe-

riod. 

 

The Valentineôs Day Tea at the Royal 

Suite of the Royal York Hotel was a sold-

out success.  On top of the champagne, tea 

and glorious cakes and sandwiches, a very 

talented flute and violin duo made it an 

afternoon to cherish. 

 

A highlight of the 175th anniversary year 

was the interesting and delicious heritage 

event at historic St. Peterôs Anglican 

Church (see article in the Fall newsletter 

and event notice still on the website).  It 

attracted a huge crowd, including Douglas 

Stoute, Dean of St. Jamesô Cathedral. Ry-

erson Universityôs Dr. Carl Benn spoke 

about The British Army and the Birth of 

Urban Toronto, fascinating the audience 

and sparking dozens of questions.   

 

The beautiful stained glass window, which 

can now be seen thanks to lighting paid for 

by a recent donation by the Society, was lit 

(St. Peterôs was the parish church of many 

St. Georgians like the Pellatt and Jarvis 

families). Events Chair Sandra Comisarow 

picked-up on the ñlightingò theme to create 

a dazzling reception.  Spotlights dramati-

cally lit the vaulted ceiling of the historic 

Parish Hall.  The room itself glowed by 

candlelight, making the grand array of 

silver trays, chargers and bowls sparkle.  

Sumptuous food, desserts and hot appetiz-

ers overflowed ï as did the convivial  

conversation.   Ǐ 

(Continued from page 5) 

T 
he British Canadian Chamber of Trade and Commerce also recognized the 

important charitable work of St. Georgeôs by naming the Society a benefici-

ary of some of the proceeds from their Christmas lunch and Christmas Pub 

Night.  BCCTC President David Kingsland (not shown above) and BCCTC Vice 

President William Todd (above left), are both gracious St. Georgeôs supporters, and 

enthusiastically encouraged their members to buy many raffle tickets. Here Wil-

liam and St. Georgian Sandra Comisarow help BCCTCôs Salome Reynolds draw 

the raffle tickets at the BCCTC Christmas Pub Night. Both William and Salome 

have now joined St. Georgeôs ï along with many other BCCTC members.   Ǐ 

Ian Bold pours wine at one of the candle-lit tables laden with glistening silver. 

British Canadian Chamber of Trade and 

Commerce Donates to St. Georgeôs 


