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D 
uring 2008-09 we began to cele-

brate our 175th anniversary and 

honour our distinguished role as 

Torontoôs oldest charity with renewed 

promise for a bright future. New suc-

cesses, new outreach and new triumphs 

in fundraising were hallmarks for The St. 

Georgeôs Society of Toronto in this year 

marred around the world by economic 

turmoil. 

 

Membership has grown, including 

younger members. Both new and old 

members flocked to a range of events, 

many of which sold out.  From our first  

ñEating the Empireò restaurant excursion 

(featuring cuisines from countries once 

part of the British Empire) to events at 

Toronto historical landmarks, our events 

were consistent with our long Toronto 

history and our British-Canadian heri-

tage.   

 

That refocused consistency with what St. 

Georgeôs is all about was mirrored in a re

-distillation of our story, cast in the con-

text of our anniversary. ñSupporting 

causes that matter most when they matter 

most since 1834.ò ñBringing together 

people interested in things British for 

good fun, good fellowship and good 

works.ò The phrases might be new, but 

their underlying truth rings loudly 

throughout our remarkable history. 

 

New phrases and new images embla-

zoned our new, dynamic website, bring-

ing St. Georgeôs to engage the public in a 

more compelling way. Achieved at a 

fraction of the cost of all the competing 

quotes we received, the website also fea-

tures our newsletter in a vibrant colour on

-line edition for the first time. 

 

As we reported in the previous issue, our 

story as Torontoôs oldest charity was 

trumpeted by the media and the mayor 

himself as he de-

clared April 20 to 26 

official St. Georgeôs 

Society of Toronto 

Week ï including a 

photo op with St. 

George himself.  

 

St. Georgians have 

always said they 

value the charitable 

works of the Society 

and this year wit-

nessed a resurgence 

of our members 

making sure we can 

continue to do those 

works. This heark-

ens back to our ori-

gins when our mem-

bers funded many of 

the social services 

crucial to newcom-

ers. 

 

As I write, the 

ñHelp us slay some dragonsò campaign 

that went out with membership renewals 

has already brought in over 300% more 

donations than previously. We raised 

more money at our sold-out Christmas 

Celebration than we ever have before. 

Our major fundraising event, the Red 

Rose Ball, was another great success ï all 

the more remarkable given the dire eco-

nomic times.  

 

Among the Societyôs charitable donations 

we have generously supported Provi-

dence Healthcare. I was very happy that 

during my second term as your President, 

Providence inaugurated the St. Georgeôs 

Society Healing Garden. A number of 

our members were on hand for the 

ground breaking ceremony and opening 

cocktail party - please see the separate 

article.  

Another group we support is the Toronto 

Welsh Male Voice Choir, and I hope that 

many of you will join me at the special 

concert we are sponsoring on October 24. 

Among the Societyôs events, I have been 

privileged to host the English Garden 

Party and croquet tournament for a num-

ber of years. My wife Linda and I look 

forward to welcoming many of you to 

our home again this year. 

 

An annual event that has been particu-

larly meaningful to me is the November 

11th wreath laying ceremony at the City 

Hall Cenotaph. I had the honour to assist 

our two Second World War veterans, 

Fred Burnard and Vern Howarth, as they 

placed a wreath on behalf of the Society 

on Remembrance Day. The ceremony in 

2008 was all the more poignant as this 
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Summer 2009 

Y 
vonne Jerred brings a wealth of 

experience and a history of gen-

erosity to her new role as Presi-

dent of St. Georgeôs. Her more than two 

decades as a very active St. Georgian and 

over eight years as a key member of 

COM have given her a deep understand-

ing of the Society, a strong belief in our 

mission and a keen desire for our future 

development. 

 

In almost three decades of impressive 

business accomplishments, Yvonne has 

honed her interpersonal, organizational 

and leadership skills, and has gained wide 

experience in governance and change 

management. As any St. Georgian who 

has encountered Yvonne selling raffle 

tickets knows first hand, she also has 

formidable persuasive skills. You might 

not know that she has generously donated 

many pieces of exquisite jewellery to the 

Red Rose Ball and other events over the 

years, generating many tens of thousands 

of dollars for charity. 

 

Yvonne was born and educated in Guy-

ana (at that time British Guiana), South 

America, and has her O levels from Ox-

ford and Cambridge Universities and A 

levels from London University. She came 

to Canada in 1967, where she earned her 

Certified General Accountant and Ac-

credited Director designations.  In her 

long career at The AGF Companies (asset 

managers and mutual fund distributors), 

Yvonne excelled at many posts, attaining 

the position of Senior Vice President and 

Chief Financial Officer, from which she 

retired in 1996. 

 

Yvonne is currently on the Board of USC 

Education Savings Plans Inc. (managers 

and distributors of registered education 

savings plans).  She is Chair of USCIôs 

Audit, Finance and Risk Management 

Committee and a member of USCIôs 

Compensation and Benefits Committee.  

Yvonne (like USCI) is a strong advocate 

for post-secondary education. 

 

After immigrating to Canada, Yvonne 

met and married Robert Jerred and they 

both became members of St. Georgeôs.  

Bob passed away in 2000 and Yvonne 

subsequently met and married David 

Ewens, who also became an active mem-

ber of St. Georgeôs. 

 

Yvonne is a volunteer at St. Michaelôs 

Hospital Palliative Care Unit, where she 

has been volunteering since 2001. St. 

Georgeôs has a million dollar endowment 

at St. Michaelôs to provide crucial ser-

vices to the disadvantaged in the inner 

city (please see separate article).   Ǐ 

 

You can also now see the  

newsletter in colour - click on 

News under the About Us tab: 

www.stgeorges.to  

 

 

 

 

 

Committee of Management 
 

President 

Yvonne Jerred 
 

Vice Presidents 

Diane Bailey 

Michele McCarthy 

Peter W. Moon, CD 
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This newsletter is the official publication of    

THE ST. GEORGEôS SOCIETY OF TO-

RONTO. Submissions from members are 
welcome, but we reserve the right to edit or 

decline submissions. 
 

The St. Georgeôs Society of Toronto, 

St. Georgeôs Hall, 14 Elm Street,  
Toronto, Ontario M5G 1G7 

Email address: info@stgeorges.to 

Website: www.stgeorges.to 
416.597.0220 

 

Sandra Comisarow 

Daughter of past president the late Fred 

Burnard, Sandra is a registered nurse  

who spent 15 years in the public sector 

service with the provincial government 

as personal assistant to Ernie Eves in his 

capacity as Minister of Finance and Pre-

mier of Ontario, and currently in his role 

as Vice Chairman, Jacob & Company 

Securities Inc. 
 

Allison Hardisty  

Allison was born and educated in Eng-

land, where she worked in the Depart-

ment of Paediatrics at the University of 

Sheffield. Her increasingly impressive 

positions at the University of Torontoôs 

Faculty of Medicine have led her to a 

key role in strategic planning. 

Welcome Your Fifth Woman 

President in 175 Years 
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New COM Members 

Yvonne Jerred at the RCYC Lunch  


