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I 
 can hardly believe that it is almost 

30 years since I first joined The St. 

Georgeôs Society of Toronto.  Over 

the years I was asked numerous times, 

most often by Fred Burnard, to join the 

Committee of Management (COM).  My 

excuse was that the combination of my 

job and my late husbandôs ill health 

would make it difficult for me to attend 

COM meetings regularly and devote the 

time necessary to assist the Society in 

attaining its goals and fulfilling its mis-

sion. 

 

About a year after my late husbandôs 

death, I was again asked to join COM, 
and this time I finally agreed.  Over the 

past nine years as a member of Com, I 

have done my best to promote the Soci-

ety and encourage its growth.  In addi-

tion, over the past year, as President, I 

have represented the Society at numerous 

functions, sometimes to accept thanks 

and acknowledgement for the Societyôs 

donations to various needy organizations 

and sometimes to learn about other or-

ganizations or to teach them about St. 

Georgeôs and about what the Society 

represents.  

 

Unfortunately, current circumstances are 

such that I can no longer devote the time 

necessary to adequately fulfill my duties 

as a member of COM.  As a result, I will 

be resigning from COM, and therefore as 

President of the Society, effective July 

28th, the date of the next Annual General 

Meeting.  

 

Since this will be my last letter to you, I 

thought it would be a good opportunity to 

take a walk down memory lane. 

 

Over the past 175 years, the Societyôs 

membership has grown, but it has also 

contracted many times.  The first time the 

Society lost many of its members was 

when it went through what I refer to as 

the first ñGreat Schismò.  At that time the 

Society owned St. Georgeôs Hall.  How-

ever, taxes and maintenance costs were 

using up cash to such an extent that the 

Society could not adequately fulfill its 

goals to help the poor and needy, much 

less expand on those goals. 

   

After much debate, it was decided that 

selling St. Georgeôs Hall was the only 

reasonable solution.  Unfortunately, this 

led to many long-time members, some 

ólifeô members, leaving the Society.  

Over the years, the membership grew 

again, and in retrospect, it became clear 

that the decision had indeed been a wise 

one as it enabled the Society to continue 

to fulfill its mission.  Since that time the 

Society changed location several times, 

but is now back at St. Georgeôs Hall, 

albeit as tenants. 

 

The second time the Society suffered a 

large reduction in its membership was 

when the decision was made to change 

the By-Laws, so that it would no longer 

be necessary to have been born British to 

become a member.  Instead, membership 

would be available to anyone who had a 

love of ñall things Britishò.  Although 

this change was deeply resented by many 

members, it proved to be a good decision, 

because the Society was finding less and 

less ñborn Britsò willing to become mem-

bers.  Today, many of the Societyôs 

members were able to join because of 

this change and they contribute in many 

ways to help St. Georgeôs fulfill its goals. 

 

This year more than 540 people attended 

our annual Red Rose Ball (our largest 

fundraising event) at The Four Seasons 

Hotel, at which we honoured Mitchell 

Cohen, President of The Daniels Corpo-

ration, and raised funds for Habitat for 

Humanity Toronto and The St. Georgeôs 

Society Charitable Trust. 

Did you know that at one time attendance 

at the Red Rose Ball, our major fund-

raiser, was so small that we were able to 
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You can also now see the  

newsletter in colour - click on 

News under the About Us tab: 

www.stgeorges.to  
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C 
emetery Manager Robert Turvey 

and genealogist Bill Britnell led a 

fascinating tour through the wind-

ing paths, graves, crypts and history of St. 

Jamesïthe-Less Cemeteryé.and after-

wards joined the capacity crowd for a deli-

cious lunch. When most of the cityôs popu-

lation of 18,000 lived south of Queen 

Street, the remote site of the cemetery at 

Parliament and Bloor streets was consid-

ered to be in the country. Situated on the 

hills overlooking the Don Valley, one 

could even see Simcoeôs Castle Frank. 

John G. Howard laid out the grounds in 

1842 with meandering roads and lush land-

scaping.  The cemetery was opened in July 

of 1844. 

 

Construction of St. James-the-Less Chapel 

began in July of 1859, in a decade when 

many superb structures designed by immi-

grant English architects were rising in the 

city.  Although it may suggest a simple 

13th century English parish hall, there is 

nothing primitive about the bold massing 

and tense outlines, with a squat rough-cut 

stone base playing against the swoop of a 

steep roof punctuated by a sharp, soaring 

spire. 

 

At 65 acres, this was the largest cemetery 

in Toronto, and it was here the leading 

families came to rest. Over 91,000 inter-

ments and 89,000 cremations have taken 

place at ï including St. Georgians, both 

throughout the cemetery (as in the Jarvis 

family crypt) and at the St. Georgeôs 

monument, where the late Jeannie Butlerôs 

ashes were recently scattered. Please con-

tact the office for more information about 

interment at the St. Georgeôs monument.  Ǐ 

St. James-the-Less Cemetery   

 

Renew Your Membership 
Now at the lower ñearly birdò rate 

 

Renewed members will also receive a free drink and free appetizers at the Annual 

General Meeting, followed by a Pub Night, on July 28. 
 

We have an exciting year of events for members, and we donôt want you to miss 

a single activity ï so please renew today. 

Robert Turvey  leads the crowd 


